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$20 million in aid 
targeted at Falls 
sewage discharge 


State seeks remedy 
for treatment plant 


By Tuomas J. PROHASKA 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Niagara Falls’ wastewater- 
treatment plant, which mal- 
functioned spectacularly this 
summer in an incident that 
brought the city worldwide de- 
rision, is being earmarked for 
special aid from Albany. 

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul an- 
nounced Tuesday that Gov. An- 
drew M. Cuomo will ask the 
State Legislature for $20 mil- 
lion for what she described as 
the first phase of improvements 
at the sewer plant. 

The proposal is to be includ- 
ed in the State of the State ad- 
dress, which Cuomo will make 
next month. 

“Tt feels like Christmas to- 
day,” Niagara Falls Water 
Board Chairman Daniel T. 
O'Callaghan said at a news con- 
ference in the Niagara Gorge 
Discovery Center. 

Basil Seggos, commission- 
er of the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation, 
told reporters that the state has 
$500,000 on hand now to pay 
for two engineering studies of 
the plant, which would deter- 
mine exactly what can be done 
with the $20 million. 

Although the long-term goal 
is to convert the plant from its 
current carbon-based treat- 
ment method into a biological 
system, officials said, work can 


be done in the short term to pre- 
vent excessive discharges. 

The DEC and the Water 
Board, which operates the 
city’s water and sewer systems, 
signed a consent order Tues- 
day in response to the July 29 
“blackwater” incident. 

A video of the discharge of 
smelly carbon-colored water 
from the main sewer outflow 
beside the Maid of the Mist dock 
went viral and led to a $50,000 
fine against the Water Board. 

The Water Board also has 
absorbed criticism from the 
DEC for excessive discharges of 
untreated storm sewage after 
heavy rains, although these are 
common in communities that 
combine storm and sanitary 
sewage in the same mains. 

Seggos said the consent or- 
der requires a wet-weather op- 
erations plan that would reduce 
those combined sewer over- 
flows; installation of a perma- 
nent monitoring system at the 
sewer plant; permanent, ongo- 
ing staff training; and a plan to 
reduce sludge buildup that con- 
tributed to the “blackwater” in- 
cident. 

There actually will be two 
engineering studies, one due 
in nine months and the other 
in 15 months. O’Callaghan said 
the studies will point the way 
to what needs to be done to im- 
prove the plant. 

“This is just phase one. After 
phase one, we'll see what we go 
from there,” he said. 


See Cleanup on Page A6 


Karin Housley to run 
for U.S. Senate seat 


Sets Minnesota race 


as Franken departs 
By Tim O’SHEI 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Karin Housley for some 
time has been mulling the idea 
of running for governor of her 
home state, Minnesota. But 
when her husband, Phil Hou- 


House passes tax overhaul, 
most sweeping in decades 


GOP posts major success 
as Senate's OK is awaited 


By THOMAS KAPLAN 
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Republicans took 
a critical step Tuesday toward notching 
their first significant legislative victory of 
the year as the House voted along party 
lines to pass the most sweeping rewrite of 
the tax code in decades and the Senate was 
on the verge of also approving the $1.5 tril- 
lion tax bill. 

The bill would be the biggest legisla- 


New York Times 


House Speaker Paul D. Ryan, R-Wis., appears with other GOP leaders at the Capitol on Tuesday to speak to reporters 
about the 227-203 vote, along party lines, to approve the $1.5 trillion tax legislation, the biggest overhaul since 1986. 
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Teslas troubles send out big ripples 
throughout domestic solar market 
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